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PRESS RELEASE

Issued:  29 September 2010

For immediate release

Opportunity for new community sports facilities being explored by Wakefield Sports Club.

The opportunity to relocate Wakefield Sports Club and develop much needed new community sports facilities in the town is being explored by Sports Solutions GB (SSGB), a consultancy specialising in sports and community facility development projects.  

SSGB has been appointed to investigate the feasibility of a proposal for Wakefield Sports Club to develop a new Community Sports and Social Club, which would involve relocating the Club to a new ground, creating new sports and community facilities and developing the existing ground at College Grove for housing.  At this early stage, a feasibility study is being carried out to establish whether the proposed scheme is a viable project.

The amateur multi-sports club, which was formed in 1847 and has approximately 4000 members, has found the College Grove site increasingly restrictive, being only 7.4 acres and offering no scope for expansion.  The Club offers unrestricted membership and is home to Wakefield Jazz Club as well as several sports clubs and groups.  However, for several years the Club’s hockey and football sections have had to hire external facilities, often as far away as Bradford, to accommodate demand.

It is increasingly important for sports clubs to become sustainable businesses in order for them to survive and grow, which is currently impossible for Wakefield Sports Club on the restricted site.  The aim of the project is to create a new community sports and social hub which is easily accessible and offers additional sports facilities such as tennis and new cultural alternatives such as a music and dance studio, for use by local schools, other sports organisations and groups.

The Club has developed a number of successful sportsmen, sportswomen and juniors over the years, some of whom have gone on to represent the UK at International, World and even win Olympic gold medals, for hockey, squash, cricket, rugby, bowls and target sports and hopes to continue nurturing talent at grass roots level, which will only be possible with the proposed new facilities.  

SSGB has commenced work on the project and is currently carrying out a feasibility study; including full consultation with the local community to ensure support and a realistic basis for sustainability should the project go ahead.  The team at SSGB is discussing the opportunity for the Club to provide the sports and community facilities at Wakefield East with the developers involved in the scheme, which would be a suitable location for the new ground.  The sale of the current ground at College Grove, together with grants, would fund the development of the proposed new facilities, which would meet Sport England specifications and offer extended, modern sporting and cultural facilities for a wider range of local users.

Bill Mayou, Chairman at Wakefield Sports Club, said “We are excited about the prospect of being able to continue our heritage stretching back over 150 years as an open access members sports and social club and delighted to be in a position to investigate the opportunity to relocate the Club to a larger site, which is far more suitable to the needs of our users and will offer the opportunity for more of the local community to become involved in a range of sports.  SSGB’s specialist experience in successfully delivering high quality, viable sports and community facilities will help to ensure that potential outcomes for the proposed scheme are fully investigated and appropriate recommendations made that will be sustainable and benefit the wider local community for another 150 years.”

Ends

Notes to Editors:

1. Additional photographs and further information are available on request.

2. SSGB is a specialist sports facility development consultancy which helps sports clubs to relocate and redevelop sport and leisure facilities, delivering a sustainable future for clubs and associations.  

3. Services include Sports Consultancy for Local Authorities, schools, sports clubs and National Governing Bodies focused on facility planning and development, feasibility studies, sports development plans and grant funding. 

4. For further information on SSGB, please visit www.sportssolutionsgb.co.uk
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