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PRESS RELEASE
Issued:  22 September 2010
For immediate release

Sports Solutions GB appointed by Three Rivers District Council to review proposed plans for new clubhouse for Bury Lake Young Mariners.
The opportunity to build a new clubhouse for Bury Lake Young Mariners at the Aquadrome in Rickmansworth is being explored by Sports Solutions GB (SSGB), a consultancy specialising in sports facility development projects.  The team at SSGB has been appointed by Three Rivers District Council to work with Bury Lake Young Mariners (BLYM) to investigate the feasibility of a proposal to replace the existing clubhouse with a new building designed to meet the needs of the Club and the local community.  At this early stage a feasibility study will be carried out to establish whether the proposed scheme is a viable project.

SSGB was appointed after a competitive tender process, which included twenty consultancies, as a result of their extensive experience in successfully delivering sustainable community sports facilities throughout the UK.

The feasibility study will include a review of the proposals for a new clubhouse, an assessment of the financial viability of the proposed scheme and the production of a Watersports Development Plan.  As part of the feasibility study, SSGB will work closely with stakeholders, including Three Rivers DC, BLYM, existing clubs and user groups, key governing bodies and grant funding agencies.
The Club’s current clubhouse, which is leased to BLYM by the Council, is over 80 years old and no longer fit for purpose.  With limited changing facilities and teaching space, the existing clubhouse is not suitable for the needs of the Club, which is home to 29 groups and used by 25 schools, as well as running RYA training courses and catering for special needs sailors.  The Club has an active youth committee, 90 qualified instructors and over 100 boats and in the past ten years it has expanded and developed, providing sailing opportunities to youth groups, disabled sailors and adults.  The proposed plans to build a new clubhouse will enable the Club to further increase participation in sailing, promote the sport to minority groups and develop talented sailors.
Chris Bevan, SSGB’s Managing Director said: “We are delighted to have been appointed to work with Bury Lake Young Mariners to investigate the opportunity to develop a much needed new clubhouse.  Our team’s specialist experience in feasibility studies leading to the delivery of high quality, viable sports facilities will help to ensure that potential outcomes for the proposed scheme are fully investigated and appropriate recommendations made that will benefit the wider community”.

SSGB has commenced work on the project and is currently conducting the feasibility study; including consultation with stakeholders and the local community to ensure full support should the project go ahead.  The feasibility study will be completed by the end of 2010. For further information, please contact Caroline Brooks at SSGB on 01793 833456, or via email at: caroline.brooks@sportssolutionsgb.co.uk
Ends

Notes to Editors:

1. Additional photographs and further information are available on request.

2. SSGB is a specialist sports facility development consultancy which helps sports clubs to relocate and redevelop sport and leisure facilities, delivering a sustainable future for clubs and associations.  

3. Services include Sports Consultancy for Local Authorities, schools, sports clubs and National Governing Bodies focused on facility planning and development, feasibility studies, sports development plans and grant funding. 

4. For further information on SSGB, please visit www.sportssolutionsgb.co.uk
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