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Issued:  20th July 2011

For immediate release

Plans Progressing to Put Herne Hill Velodrome Back on Track to provide a cycling centre for all ages and abilities and increase cycling participation in South London
Sports Solutions has been appointed by Herne Hill Velodrome Trust (HHVT) to produce a business case for the redevelopment of the historic Velodrome and identify a deliverable funding package to secure the future of the world-famous Herne Hill site.  

Built in 1891, Herne Hill Velodrome is the oldest surviving cycling track in the country, and has an impressive pedigree, having been used for cycling final events at the 1948 London Olympic Games.  Over the century it has been used by cyclists of all abilities, from children starting their cycling careers to world and Olympic champions.

There has been limited investment in the Velodrome for several decades.  In recent years  the site has deteriorated significantly, with the main pavilion now unsafe to enter and the track surface breaking up following a series of harsh winters..  After it was threatened with permanent closure in 2010, the HHVT was formed to raise awareness of the issues facing the Velodrome, and tackle the immediate issues of securing a longer lease as well as significant investment from British Cycling for the track resurfacing work, before moving on to a long term vision for the site.
Sports Solutions, a consultancy specialising in sports and community facility development projects, was appointed following recommendations from the London Marathon Charitable Trust and Sport England.  The team will produce a business case report and comprehensive plan for the site, which will include identifying new income streams and uses, advising on the scope of a new pavilion, pulling together a deliverable funding package and undertaking business planning with the aim of ensuring that the redevelopment proposals provide the site with a sustainable future.

The aim of the HHVT and Sports Solution’s work is to develop a viable long-term grass roots facility for training and competition use by cyclists of all ages and abilities as well as local residents and schools.  Following a significant investment from British Cycling, work begins this month to resurface the track and the velodrome has also formed new links with Lee Valley Regional Park, the legacy operators of the 2012 London Olympic Velodrome. 
Chris Bevan, Sports Solutions’ Managing Director said: “We are delighted to have been appointed to work with HHVT to help secure the future of Herne Hill Velodrome, which has a unique opportunity to develop the cyclists of the future.  Our team’s specialist experience in producing business case reports and identifying deliverable funding packages leading to the delivery of high quality, viable sports and community facilities will help to ensure that potential outcomes for the proposed scheme are fully investigated and appropriate recommendations made that will benefit the wider community”.
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Notes to Editors:

1. Additional photographs and further information are available on request.

2. Sports Solutions is a specialist sports facility development consultancy which helps sports clubs and organisations to relocate and redevelop sport and leisure facilities, delivering a sustainable future for clubs and associations.  

3. Services include Sports Consultancy for Local Authorities, schools, sports clubs and National Governing Bodies focused on facility planning and development, feasibility studies, sports development plans and grant funding. 

4. For further information on Sports Solutions, please visit www.sportssolutionsgb.co.uk
5. For further information on the campaign to save Herne Hill Velodrome, please visit www.savethevelodrome.com 
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