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PRESS RELEASE

Issued:  31 October 2010

For immediate release

Barton Hill RFC and Barton Fields Trust appoint Sports Solutions to investigate potential for improving current facilities.

Sports Solutions has been appointed by Barton Fields Trust (BFT) and Barton Hill RFC to explore the opportunity to redevelop the Club’s existing facilities at their ground near Speedwell.  
Sports Solutions, a consultancy specialising in sports and community facility development projects, is investigating the feasibility of a proposal for the Club to redevelop the existing facilities, which would involve improving the existing amenities and the surrounding area.

The Club’s current facilities, which include a clubhouse, two pitches and a training ground, are in poor condition and do not make the best use of the available space.  Despite having less than adequate facilities, the Club is home to 6 squads, including 3 senior squads, 2 junior squads and 1 youth squad.  
The aim of the project is to create new community and sports facilities which are easily accessible to local schools, other sports organisations and community groups.  As concerns about health and fitness increase, new sports facilities which are accessible to all members of the community and which attract more users to sport and recreation will help to address this at a local level. In addition, new facilities can play a positive role in the wider social issues of crime reduction, education and social inclusion, placing sport at the centre of the community.

Chris Bevan, Sports Solutions’ Managing Director said: “We are delighted to have been appointed to work with Barton Fields Trust and Barton Hill RFC to investigate the opportunity to redevelop the Club’s existing facilities in Speedwell.  Our team’s specialist experience in feasibility studies leading to the delivery of high quality, viable sports and community facilities will help to ensure that potential outcomes for the proposed scheme are fully investigated and appropriate recommendations made that will benefit the wider community”.

Sports Solutions has commenced work on the project and is currently conducting the feasibility study to establish whether the proposed scheme is a viable project; including identifying enabling development and consultation with stakeholders, Bristol City Council and the local community to ensure full support should the project go ahead.  The study will investigate the need for a range of facilities for a large variety of sporting activities and leisure pursuits and the team would like to hear from sports clubs, teams, user groups and anyone who may be interested in the project.  Please contact Chris Bevan at Sports Solutions on 01793 833456, or via email at: chris.bevan@sportssolutionsgb.co.uk.
Ends

Notes to Editors:

1. Additional photographs and further information are available on request.

2. Sports Solutions is a specialist sports facility development consultancy which helps sports clubs to relocate and redevelop sport and leisure facilities, delivering a sustainable future for clubs and associations.  

3. Services include Sports Consultancy for Local Authorities, schools, sports clubs and National Governing Bodies focused on facility planning and development, feasibility studies, sports development plans and grant funding. 

4. For further information on Sports Solutions, please visit www.sportssolutionsgb.co.uk
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