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PRESS RELEASE
Issued:  22 July 2010
For immediate release

Sports Solutions GB appointed by Oldham Athletic Football Club to help deliver £20m scheme to develop community sports facilities.
Oldham Athletic FC’s new Chairman, Simon Corney, has confirmed the appointment of Sports Solutions GB to help them deliver an exciting scheme to develop new community sports and leisure facilities at a 30 acre site at Broadway in Failsworth.  Sports Solutions GB, a consultancy specialising in sports facility development projects, will project manage the development of the eagerly anticipated sport and community facilities, which will include a mixed use stadium, leisure amenities, a range of community sports facilities, artificial pitches and a health and fitness centre. 

The Club’s current home at Boundary Park houses an ageing stadium and is not financially viable in the long term, which the Club’s owner realised some time ago.  The plans to relocate the Club and develop new, sports facilities accessible to the wider community, will be a significant contribution to the local area and will provide much needed amenities for local residents, clubs and groups to become more involved in sport.
The proposed facilities will represent substantial investment in to the local community and will provide a significant number and range of new jobs for local people as well as much needed sports and recreation facilities.  

New sports facilities, which are accessible by all members of the community and attract new users to sport and recreation, will help to address concerns about health, fitness, education and social inclusion at a local level.  They will also directly help local clubs that are in need of better training and match facilities.
In addition to providing new jobs, the new facilities will deliver important new revenue streams for Oldham Athletic Football Club, ensuring the League 1 Club remains financially viable and which will create wider opportunities for more people to have access to a professional football stadium.  
Sports Solutions GB has been supporting the Club throughout the project, including co-ordinating a public and stakeholder consultation exercise and working closely with the design team to develop a scheme which is both sustainable and meets the needs of the wider community.  SSGB successfully managed the first public exhibition earlier this year, and further consultation events will be announced.  Sports Solutions GB will work closely with the project team, which includes local architects Hall Needham Associates.

Following full consultation with both the public and stakeholders, Sports Solutions GB will work with the Club in identifying and securing public and private funding partners and assisting in submitting a planning application planned for the later this year.
Simon Coney, Latics Chairman, said “We are delighted to have been working with Sports Solutions to project manage this important scheme for the Club.  This is an exciting time for the club and we’re thrilled to have the opportunity to consider relocating to a more suitable site.  We’re looking forward to seeing the project progress further and are determined to provide a range of new sports facilities and a number of local jobs which will benefit the wider community.”
For further information on the proposed new facilities and the relocation of Oldham Athletic Football Club please contact Anna Kocerhan at Oldham Athletic Football Club on 01793 833454 or at anna.kocerhan@sportssolutionsgb.co.uk
Ends
Notes to Editors:

1. Additional photographs and further information are available on request.

2. Sports Solutions GB is a specialist sports facility development consultancy which helps sports clubs to relocate and redevelop sport and leisure facilities, delivering a sustainable future for clubs and associations.  

3. Services include Sports Consultancy for Local Authorities, schools, sports clubs and National Governing Bodies focused on facility planning and development, feasibility studies, sports development plans and grant funding. 

4. For further information on Sports Solutions GB, please visit www.sportssolutionsgb.co.uk
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